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FOREWORD 

gratifying  sale  of  the  "  Letters  of  Susan  Hale," 
and  the  evident  enjoyment  of  them  by  the  public, 
^^^^  have  led  me  to  make  known  two  little  books  made 
by  Miss  Hale  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  which  have  since 
that  time  been  in  the  possession  of  my  family. 

"Inklings  for  Thinklings"  was  made  for  a  fair  for  the 
benerit  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  held  in  the  Boston 
Theatre  in  1865.  According  to  the  recollections  of  an  old 
friend  of  Miss  Hale,  much  interest  was  taken  in  the  book, 
which  was  sold  by  raffle,  the  shares  were  very  popular,  and 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  as  to  who  should  be 
the  winner.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  much 
money  was  realized  and  to  see  a  list  of  those  who  bought 
the  chances.  There  must  have  been  on  that  list  the  names 
of  many  celebrated  persons.  My  father  was  the  fortunate 
winner,  and  was  always  proud  of  having  the  book  in  his 
possession.  His  children  were  brought  up  on  it,  and  it  and 
the  "Nonsense  Book"  were  just  as  much  a  part  of  our 
education  as  Mother  Goose,  or  Edward  Lear. 


CAROLINE    P.  ATKINSON. 


MATUNUCK,  R.  I. 
July,  1919. 
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